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Virginia Construction Code (Part 1 of the USBC, 2006 edition) 

COUNTY OF CAMPBELL 

Accessory Structure Footing Requirements 

R-403.1 – GENERAL. All exterior walls shall be supported on continuous solid or fully grouted 
masonry or concrete footings, wood foundations, or other approved structural systems which shall 
be of sufficient design to accommodate all loads according to Section R301 and to transmit the 
resulting loads to the soil within the limitations as determined from the character of the soil. 
Footings shall be supported on undisturbed natural soils or engineered fill.  
 
EXCEPTION: One-story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage sheds, 
playhouses, and similar uses, not exceeding 256 square feet of building area, provided all of the 
following conditions are met:  
 

1. The building height is not more than 10 feet.  
2. The maximum height from the finished floor level to grade does not exceed 18 inches.  
3. The supporting structural elements in direct contact with the ground shall be placed level 

on firm soil and when such elements are wood they shall be approved pressure 
preservative treated suitable for ground contact use.  

4. The structure is anchored to withstand wind loads as required by this code.  
5. The structure shall be light-frame construction whose vertical and horizontal structural 

elements are primarily formed by a system of repetitive wood or light gauge steel framing 
members, with walls and roof of light weight material, not slate, tile, brick, or masonry.  

 
R-403.1.4 – Minimum depth. All exterior footings shall be placed at least 12 inches (305 mm) 
below the undisturbed ground surface. Where applicable, the depth of footings shall also conform 
to Sections R403.1.4.1 through R403.1.4.2.  
 

R403.1.4.1 – Frost Protection. Except where otherwise protected from frost, foundation 
walls, piers, and other permanent supports of buildings and structures shall be protected from 
frost by one or more of the following methods:  

1. Extended below the frost line specified in Table R301.2.(1);  
2. Constructing in accordance with Section R403.3;  
3. Constructing in accordance with ASCE 32; or  
4. Erected on solid rock.  

 
Exceptions:  

1. Protection of freestanding accessory structures with an area of 600 square feet 
(56 m2) or less, of light-framed construction, with an eave height of 10 feet 
(3048 mm) or less shall not be required.  

2. Protection of freestanding accessory structures with an area of 400 square feet 
(37 m2) or less, of other than light-framed construction, with an eave height of 10 feet 
(3048 mm) or less shall not be required.  

3. Decks not supported by a dwelling need not be provided with footings that extend 
below the frost line.  

4. Footings shall not bear on frozen soil unless the frozen condition is permanent.  
 


